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Nature Culture Future
2 9  J a n u a r y  -  T e a c h e r s  r e t u r n
2  F e b r u a r y  - S t u d e n t s  r e t u r n  f o r  2 0 2 6
1 6  F e b r u a r y  -  Y e a r  6  G R I P  L e a d e r s h i p  A l b a n y
2 0  F e b r u a r y  -  A s s e m b l y  h o s t e d  b y  S t u d e n t  C o u n c i l
3 - 6  M a r c h  -  S w i m m i n g  l e s s o n  P e a c e f u l  B a y
1 1 - 2 3  M a r c h  -  N A P L A N  

O n  F r i d a y  2 8 t h  N o v e m b e r ,  t h e  T i d y  T o w n s
S u s t a i n a b l e  C o m m u n i t i e s  A w a r d s  f o r
r e g i o n a l  a n d  r e m o t e  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  w a s  h e l d
i n  P e r t h .  W a l p o l e  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  ( P S )  w e r e
f i n a l i s t s  i n  t w o  c a t e g o r i e s ,  Y o u n g  L e g e n d s
a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  E d u c a t i o n .  S i x  f i n a l i s t s
w e r e  c h o s e n  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  n i n e  c a t e g o r i e s
a n d  t h e  c a l i b r e  o f  e n t r a n t s  w a s  e x c e p t i o n a l .
T h e  p r o j e c t s  a n d  i n i t i a t i v e s  f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e
f u t u r e s  t h a t  w e r e  s h o w - c a s e d  a t  t h e  a w a r d s
f r o m  r e g i o n a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  W A  w a s
b o t h  i n s p i r i n g  a n d  h e a r t e n i n g  t o  w i t n e s s .

Tidy Towns environmental education
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Tidy Towns environmental education
W a l p o l e  P S  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  a s  t h e  s t a t e
w i n n e r  i n  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  E d u c a t i o n
c a t e g o r y ,  b e a t i n g  s o m e  t r u l y  i n c r e d i b l e
p r o j e c t s  b e i n g  d e l i v e r e d  i n  m u c h  l a r g e r
c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a n  W a l p o l e .  O t h e r
f i n a l i s t s  i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e d  t h e
Y o u t h  S h e d s  S o l a r  B u d d y  p r o g r a m  i n
K a r r a t h a ,  e m p o w e r i n g  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o
c r e a t i v e l y  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l y  a d d r e s s
e n e r g y  p o v e r t y  a n d  t h e  A b o r i g i n a l  F o o d
a n d  M e d i c i n a l  G a r d e n  i n  K a l g o o r l i e -
B o u l d e r ,  w h i c h  p r o m o t e s  t r a d i t i o n a l
A b o r i g i n a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  n u t r i t i o n a l
a n d  m e d i c i n a l  u s e s  o f  n a t i v e  p l a n t s ,
w o r k i n g  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  s t u d e n t s
t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  A b o r i g i n a l  B u s h  G a r d e n
E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m .

U R  W a l p o l e  i s  a n  a n n u a l  p r o g r a m  t h a t
h a s  b e e n  r u n n i n g  s i n c e  1 9 9 6 .  H e l d
e a c h  y e a r  i n  t e r m  t w o ,  t h i s  

c r o s s - c u r r i c u l a r  w h o l e - s c h o o l  p r o g r a m  t h a t  a l i g n s  w i t h  W a l p o l e  P S ’ s  m o t t o  o f
N a t u r e ,  C u l t u r e ,  F u t u r e ,  o f f e r s  a u t h e n t i c  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  c o n n e c t i n g  s t u d e n t s
t o  l o c a l  a n d  g l o b a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i s s u e s .  A  d i f f e r e n t  t h e m e  e a c h  y e a r  i s  e x p l o r e d ,
w i t h  ‘ A i r ’  b e i n g  t h e  2 0 2 5  a r e a  o f  s t u d y .  A c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  e x a m i n i n g  h o w  a i r
c i r c u l a t i o n  i n f l u e n c e s  w e a t h e r  a n d  o c e a n  c u r r e n t s ,  u s i n g  a i r  t o  p r e s e r v e  f o o d ,  a i r
p o l l u t i o n  a n d  m i t i g a t i o n
s t r a t e g i e s ,  h o w  p l a n t s  u s e  a i r  a n d  t h e  c r e a t i v e  u s e  o f  a i r  i n  m u s i c  a n d  a r t … . . t o  n a m e
j u s t  a  f e w !  T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  e n c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h i n k  c r i t i c a l l y  a n d  c r e a t i v e l y
a b o u t  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  s c i e n c e .
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A  k e y  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m ’ s  s u c c e s s  i s  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  W O W  W i l d e r n e s s
E c o c r u i s e .  T h e  W O W  t e a m  g i v e  t h e i r  e x p e r t i s e ,  t i m e  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  g e n e r o u s l y  e v e r y
y e a r  a n d  a r e  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  U R  W a l p o l e .  T h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  e n s u r e s  e n g a g e m e n t
a n d  k n o w l e d g e  b u i l d i n g  r e m a i n  h i g h  a m o n g s t  s t u d e n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s t a f f !  A
h i g h l i g h t  e a c h  y e a r  i s  t h e  W O W  c r u i s e ,  a  m u c h - l o v e d  U R  W a l p o l e  a c t i v i t y .

I t  n e e d s  t o  b e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  o v e r  t h e
y e a r s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s  u n i q u e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n i t i a t i v e ,  s u c h
a s  D B C A ,  v o l u n t e e r  f i r e  a n d  r e s c u e  s e r v i c e s ,  l o c a l  A b o r i g i n a l  E l d e r s ,  a n d  a r t i s t s .
T h e r e  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  i n n u m e r a b l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  a n  a r e a  o f  e x p e r t i s e  o r  s k i l l s e t ,
l o c a l  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  h a v e  h e l p e d  i n  s o  m a n y  a n d  v a r i e d  w a y s ,  t h e  d e d i c a t e d  s t a f f  t h a t
w o r k  h a r d  t o  m a k e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n  a  p r i o r i t y  a t  o u r  l i t t l e  s c h o o l ,  a n d  o f
c o u r s e ,  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  i m m e r s e  t h e m s e l v e s  e v e r y  y e a r  i n  l e a r n i n g  h o w
w e  c a n  l e a v e  a  s m a l l e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f o o t p r i n t  w h i l s t  b u i l d i n g  s o c i a l  a n d  c o m m u n i t y
c a p a c i t y .

W i n n i n g  t h i s  a w a r d  i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h i s  l o n g - t i m e  i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t  e n h a n c e s  s t u d e n t
l e a r n i n g  a t  W a l p o l e  P S ,  b u t  i t ’ s  a l s o  a  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  W a l p o l e  c o m m u n i t y  a s  a
w h o l e .  I t  i s  t h e  c o u n t l e s s  c o m m u n i t y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o w a r d s  s t u d e n t s ’  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  h a v e  m a d e  U R  W a l p o l e  t h e  s u c c e s s  t h a t  i t  i s .  H e r e ’ s  t o  a n o t h e r  2 0
y e a r s  o f  U R  W a l p o l e !

N a r e l l e  O ’ B r i e n

Tidy Towns environmental education
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End of Year Concert
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W a l p o l e  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  r e c e n t l y  c o m p e t e d  a t  t h e  I n t e r - s c h o o l  A t h l e t i c s
C a r n i v a l  i n  P e m b e r t o n ,  d i s p l a y i n g  g r e a t  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  t e a m  e f f o r t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
d a y .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  t r i e d  t h e i r  b e s t  a n d  s h o w c a s e d  t h e i r  s k i l l s ,  p e r f o r m i n g  r e a l l y  w e l l
a g a i n s t  t h e  o t h e r  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a s  s e e n  b e l o w :

P r i m a r y  -  H a n d i c a p

1 s t   –  P D H S  R e d
2 n d   –  P D H S  B l u e
3 r d   –  S t  J o s e p h ’ s
4 t h   –  W a l p o l e
5 t h   –  N a n n u p
6 t h   –  N o r t h c l i f f e

P r i m a r y  –  N o n  H a n d i c a p

1 s t   –  P D H S  B l u e
2 n d   –  P D H S  R e d
3 r d   –  S t  J o s e p h ’ s
4 t h   –  W a l p o l e
5 t h   –  N a n n u p
6 t h   –  N o r t h c l i f f e

K i n d  r e g a r d s ,
M r  N i s b e t t

Interschool Athletics



T H U R S D A Y  1 8  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5 T E R M  4  W E E K  1 0

Interschool Athletics
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Kaya, parents and community members of Walpole Primary School,

As we reach the final newsletter of the year, I am reminded just how privileged I am to work in Walpole. Our
school is set in a truly beautiful location, but it is the people within it—our wonderful students, supportive
families, and dedicated staff—who make Walpole Primary School such a special place. Each day, I see care,
commitment and community spirit in action, and I thank you all for contributing to another successful year.

Our end-of-year concert was a standout highlight and a wonderful way to celebrate the talents of our
students. The performances were outstanding, with students showing confidence, creativity and teamwork
on stage. The whole-school play Spring Chicken was performed with great enthusiasm, while our Year 6
students were absolute stars in their performance of Pink Panther. Congratulations also to all award winners
—it was fantastic to recognise student effort, growth and achievement. A sincere thank you to Mrs Kim
Burton and the many staff members who worked tirelessly behind the scenes to organise and support such a
memorable event.

I would also like to congratulate the team of students who travelled to Pemberton to compete in the
Interschool Athletics Carnival. Our students gave their best effort, won a great number of ribbons, and—most
importantly—demonstrated outstanding resilience, teamwork and sportsmanship throughout the day. They
represented Walpole Primary School with pride.

This year marked the successful first year of our Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) program. We have seen
clear improvements in student behaviour, with fewer negative incidents and a strong increase in positive,
respectful choices across the school. Students have engaged enthusiastically in learning about positive
behaviours and have responded well to our wristband reward system, which has reinforced our shared
expectations and values.

Personal item lists, along with information about contributions and charges for 2026, have now been sent
home to families. These documents are also available on our school website for your convenience.

To our Year 6 students, we wish you every success as you prepare to begin high school in 2026. You have
been wonderful role models at Walpole Primary School, and we are very proud of all you have achieved.

Finally, thank you to our parents and carers for your ongoing support throughout 2025. Your partnership
with the school makes a significant difference to the success and wellbeing of our students. I wish everyone a
very Merry Christmas and a safe, happy and restful school holiday break. We look forward to welcoming you
back in the new year.

From the Principal
by Stuart Klose
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NEWS ROOM 1
I n  R o o m  1 ,  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  e x p l o r i n g  h o w  t o  c a r e  f o r  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t  a s
p a r t  o f  o u r  G e o g r a p h y  l e a r n i n g .
O u r  f o c u s  h a s  b e e n  o n  t h e  t h r e e  k e y  a c t i o n s :  R e d u c e ,  R e u s e  a n d  R e c y c l e .  S t u d e n t s
p r o u d l y  p e r f o r m e d  a  s o n g  a t  a s s e m b l y  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l
c o m m u n i t y .  W e  h a v e  e n j o y e d  d i s c o v e r i n g  p r a c t i c a l  a n d  f u n  w a y s  t o  h e l p  l o o k  a f t e r
o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t !
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NEWS ROOM 1
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NEWS ROOM 2
I n  r o o m  2  t h i s  t e r m ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  W a l p o l e .  S t u d e n t s  h a v e
b e e n  e x p l o r i n g  h o w  W a l p o l e  h a s  c h a n g e d  o v e r  t i m e ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  s h a p e d
o u r  t o w n  a n d  h o w  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s  a n d  e v e n t s  b e n e f i t  u s  a s
i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  t h e  l a r g e r  c o m m u n i t y .

R e c e n t l y ,  o u r  c l a s s  w e n t  o n  a  ‘ w a l k i n g  e x c u r s i o n ’  a r o u n d  t o w n ,  t a k i n g  p h o t o s  o f  p l a c e s
s u c h  a s  o u r  m a i n  s t r e e t ,  t h e  m e d i c a l  c e n t r e ,  c o m m u n i t y  h a l l  a n d  o u r  o w n  s c h o o l  t o
c o m p a r e  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  c h a n g e s  i n  W a l p o l e  o v e r  t i m e .  W e  h a v e  b e g u n  t o  c r e a t e  a
d i s p l a y  w a l l  o f  p h o t o g r a p h s  t h a t  s h o w  h o w  W a l p o l e  h a s  c h a n g e d ,  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  w o r k i n g
i n  p a i r s  t o  w r i t e  t h e n  a n d  n o w  c a r d s .

N e x t  w e e k ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e g i n  w r i t i n g  n a r r a t i v e s ,  w i t h  s o m e  s t u d e n t s  w r i t i n g  f r o m  t h e
p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  a  s t u d e n t  a t t e n d i n g  W P S  i n  1 9 5 3 ,  a n d  s o m e  s t u d e n t s  w r i t i n g  f r o m  t h e
p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  a  s t u d e n t  a t t e n d i n g  W P S  i n  5 0  y e a r s  t i m e .  

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  H e i d i  f o r  a c c o m p a n y i n g  u s  o n  o u r  e x c u r s i o n  a r o u n d  W a l p o l e .  I ’ d
a l s o  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  D o n  B u r t o n ,  a  l o n g - t i m e  l o c a l  a n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  W a l p o l e  N o r n a l u p  a n d
D i s t r i c t s  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  s h a r i n g  s o  m a n y  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  o u r  t o w n .  I t  h a s  b e e n
w o n d e r f u l  t o  s e e  h o w  e n g a g e d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n ,  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l
p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  w e  a r e  l u c k y  t o  l i v e  i n .  
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T h i s  t e r m ,  R o o m  4  h a s  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  a l l  a b o u t  d i v i s i o n !  S t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  p r a c t i s i n g
d i v i d i n g  b y  m u l t i p l e s  o f  1 0  a n d  w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  d i v i s i o n  p r o b l e m  s t o r i e s .
E v e r y o n e  h a s  b e e n  p u t t i n g  i n  g r e a t  e f f o r t  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  s k i l l s  a n d  b u i l d
c o n f i d e n c e  i n  u s i n g  d i v i s i o n  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  t h e i r
p r o g r e s s !  
I n  E n g l i s h ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  e n j o y i n g  T h e  L a s t  B e a r  b y  H a n n a h  G o l d — a  p o w e r f u l  s t o r y
a b o u t  a n  u n l i k e l y  b o n d  b e t w e e n  a  g i r l  a n d  a  p o l a r  b e a r  l i v i n g  o n  t h e  r e m o t e  B e a r
I s l a n d .  S t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  d e e p l y  e n g a g e d  w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  a r e  e n j o y i n g
e x p l o r i n g  t h e  t e x t  t o g e t h e r .  
W e  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  f o c u s i n g  o n  p e r s u a s i v e  w r i t i n g ,  l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  u s e  s t r o n g
a r g u m e n t s ,  e m o t i v e  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  c l e a r  s t r u c t u r e  t o  c o n v i n c e  a  r e a d e r .  S t u d e n t s  a r e
l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  u s i n g  a l l  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  t h e y ’ v e  l e a r n e d  t o  c r e a t e  t h e i r  v e r y  o w n
p e r s u a s i v e  p i e c e .  S t a y  t u n e d !  
W e  a r e  a l l  v e r y  e x c i t e d  f o r  t h e  l a s t  3  w e e k s  o f  t e r m ,  w i t h  l o t s  o f  w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g s
h a p p e n i n g  i n  o u r  c l a s s r o o m .  

W a t e r  c o l o u r  w o r k s h o p  
L a s t  T h u r s d a y  o n  t h e  2 0 t h  o f  N o v e m b e r  r o o m  4  w e n t  o v e r  t o  t h e  t o w n  l i b r a r y  t o  s e e  a
w a t e r  c o l o u r  a r t i s t .  F i r s t  o f f  w e  c h o s e  o n e  c o l o u r  a n d  p a i n t e d  a  s q u a r e  t h e n  w e  p u t
w a t e r  o n  r e c t a n g l e  t h e n  p a i n t e d  o v e r  i t  t o  g e t  a  l i g h t e r  c o l o u r .  A f t e r  w e  d i d  t h a t  t h r e e
t i m e s  w e  d i d  a  p a i n t i n g ,  t h e  p a i n t i n g  w a s  a l r e a d y  d r a w n  b u t  w e  g o t  t o  p a i n t  i t  w i t h
o n l y  o n e  c o l o u r  b u t  i t  t u r n e d  o u t  a n d  l o o k e d  a m a z i n g !   W e  a l l  h a d  a n  a m a z i n g  t i m e
a n d  h o p e  w e  c a n  d o  i t  a g a i n  n e x t  y e a r .   
 
I n t e r s c h o o l  C a r n i v a l  
O n  F r i d a y  t h e  2 1 s t  o f  N o v e m b e r ,  s e l e c t e d  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  W a l p o l e  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  w e n t
t o  i n t e r s c h o o l  i n  P e m b e r t o n  t o  v e r s e  o t h e r  s c h o o l s .  F i r s t  u p  w e r e  t h e  g i r l s  8 0 0  m e t e r ,
t h e n  t h e  b o y s  8 0 0 m e t e r  r u n n i n g .  A l l  s t u d e n t s  n e v e r  g a v e  u p  a n d  s h o w e d  r e s i l i e n c e ,
p e r s e v e r a n c e  a n d  r e s p e c t .  W e  a l l  h a d  a  g r e a t  t i m e  a n d  t h a n k  y o u  M r  N i s b e t t  f o r
o r g a n i s i n g .     
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technology news
O u r  t e r m  4  p r o j e c t s  a r e  i n  f u l l  s w i n g ,  a n d  a l l  c l a s s e s  a r e  b u s i l y  w o r k i n g  w i t h
s t u d e n t s  d i s p l a y i n g  e n t h u s i a s m ,  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  e n g a g e m e n t  i n  t h e i r  t a s k s ,
a n d  p r i d e  a n d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  e n d  p r o d u c t s .  D e s i g n  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y  r e a l l y  i s
s u c h  a  j o y  t o  t e a c h .
S o m e t i m e s  a  p i c t u r e  p a i n t s  a  t h o u s a n d  w o r d s ,  s o  h e r e  i s  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  p h o t o s  o f  t h e
s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  t h i c k  o f  t h e i r  D & T  p r o j e c t s .  P l e a s e  e n j o y .

Room 1
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technology news
Room 2
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Our year of celebrating and enjoying books here at the Walpole Primary School library is coming to a close ….
How is that !??

Next week (Tuesday 2 December) will be the last week for borrowing from the library. 

Please help to ensure your children remember to bring their library books back so they don’t get
disappointed, they will be able to borrow for the last week of borrowing as long as they have brought all their
books back to school next Tuesday.

All books on loan will need to be returned on Tuesday 9 December.

Wishing everyone the happiest of holidays and I will be looking forward to seeing all the children returning in
2026.

 Library NEWS
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Families are reminded that if your child is unwell with flu like symptoms that they stay home until their
symptoms resolve.

To ensure the safety of our students, parents please make sure that the office has the most up to date
medical details for your child.

Bus notification
To assist the smooth departure of the school buses, could you please contact the office via phone or
email before 2pm if there is to be a change in plans for children getting home. Please also contact the office
regarding ongoing changes such as participation in after-school sport on Wednesdays (when running).

Contributions 2025
Contributions have been set at $60.00 per child for 2025. Payment of these enables the school to support
your child's education by providing materials, services and facilities such as:

cooking ingredients
materials for arts and crafts, design and technology, and science activities
class sets of resources
access to educational software systems such as Mathletics. 

This equates to $1.50 per week or $15.00 per term. The school is very happy to support families wishing to
set up a payment plan, please contact the office and organise to meet with the Manager Corporate Services. 

feeling unwell
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